VTEC Primer

Valid Time Event Code

Your Guide to Interpreting
VTEC
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Definition of a VTEC Event

« An eventis a specific combination of phenomenon (e.g., Heavy
Snow, Tornado, Wind) and level of significance (e.g., Watch,

Warning, or Advisory).

« Common examples of events include:

Phenomenon Level of Significance
Heavy Snow Warning HS W
Winter Storm Warning WS W
Tornado Watch TO A
wind Advisory Wi Y

« Each event given an Event Tracking Number (ETN), a four-digit
number which stays with the event through its lifetime - from first
Issuance until upgrade, downgrade, cancellation or expiration.
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VTEC Explained

P-VTEC String: /k.aaa.cccc.pp.s.f#H##F.yymmdd ThhnnZg-ymmddThhnnZg/

P-AVTEC [Eveni Group DafeTime Groug
Stri k- Product Class vymmddThhnnZe - Event Beginning Date/Time
NG |22 - Action vymmddThhnnZe - Event Ending DatesTirme
Geee - Office D VY - year hh - hour
pp - FhEnomena mm - month nn - minute
s - Significance dd - day Z - fixed UTC indicator
Ried - Event Tracking Murmber (ETH) T - fixed time indicator
Product (k) |0 Operational product  |E Experimental product  |Phenomena Elrzs 5;223"'1& m“ E‘f‘":“m ’ ?‘; ?Hlanﬁ_he
B 5 nter Stomm 19 n Sunami
class i3 Test product by E}{perlm_ental YTEC in | (pp) el B Gt
Cperational product SN Znow i S0 Small Craft
H% Heawy Snow Sl Dense Smoke GL Gale
7 LE Lake Effect Snow HT Heat SFE  Storm
Actions (g33) [MEW  Mew event LUPG  Ewventuporaded LB Llake Effect Snow & |EH Eecessive Hegt HF Humcane Force Wind
CoOM  Event continued CAM  Ewentcancelled Blowing Snow Ol Blowing Dust TR Tropical Storm
EXT  Eventextended dtime) |EXP  Event expiring BS  Blowing/Drifting Snow 0 Dust Storm il St
: 5B Snpow & Blowing Snow (FL Flood T% Typhoon
Exp  Eventextended (ares) |COR  Correction I Sleat Ee s R i o Trapieal Storm
Ex¥B  Ewventextended (hoth  |ROLU Routine HP Heavy Sleet S R S Wind
time and area) ZF Freezing Rain TO Tomado HI  Inland Humizane Wiind
15 lce Stomm Fiul Fire Wieather (RFWY, |L3 Lakeshore Flaod
FZ Fraaze Fininn CF Coastal Flood
Significance |4 Warning Yo Advisory ZF Freezing Fog RH Radiological Hazard  |UP  lce Accretion
(=) A Yatch S Statement FR Frost W0 whleano L0 Low Witer
WC Wind Chill AF  “wblcanic fshiall 50 High Surf
EC Edtrems Cold A5 Ar Stagnation
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NWS products with VTEC

OU — winter storm warning product

« NPWBOU — Non precipitation warning product
« RFWBOU - fire weather warning product

« TORBOU —tornado warning

« SVRBOU - severe thunderstorm warning

« SVSBOU — severe weather statement

« WCNBOU - watch county notification for
tornado and severe thunderstorm watches.

« FFABOU —flood watches
~LWBOU - river flood warnings

e FLSBOU - flood statements




VTEC Examples

Fle Edit Options Help

& x|

URSENT - WEATHERE MESSAGE
NATIONAL WEATHEER SERVICE BALTIMORE-WASHINGTON
422 FM EDT SUN AFR 4 2004

L COLD AND WINDY CONDITIONS WILL AFFECT THE AREA OVERNIGHT . THE CQLD
AIR THAT RUSHED IINTO THE RESIQN EEHIND THE COLD FROIT YESTERDAY WILL
FAIR WITH STREQN= NORTHWEST WINDS TONIGHT. THIS WILL CREATE DANGERIUS
CONDITIAONS OVERIIGHT .

MDZ004 -VAFO4 ] -042-0580-051-086-050400-

O CAN.ELWH.WC.W. 0002 . 000000T0000E- 04 04 05T13005 /
AOEXA.ELWH.WC. Y. 0002 . 000000T0000E- 040405713005/

CULFEFER Wa4-FAUQUIERE VA-FREDERICE MD- LOUDOUN VaA-JRANZE Vi-
SPOTSYLVANIL Vh-

INCLUDING THE CITIES OF...SUSARLAND EUN...STERLING...LEESBURG. ..
|FREDERICESEURG. . . CULFEFER. . . COUNTRYSIDE. . .GREEN VALLEY AND FREDERICE
422 FM EDT SUN APE 4 2004

« . SWINDO CHILL WARNING IS NQ LOINNEER IN EFFECT...
- SWIND CHILL ADWVISORY HAS BEENWN EXPANDED. ..

TEMFERATURES OWVERNIGHT WILL EE IN THE ZERQD T2 5 ABOVE RANGE. THESE
TEMFERATURES COMEINED WITH NORTHWEST WINDS OF 10 T9 15 MPH WILL
CREATE DANZEROUS WIND CHILL VALUES OVERNIGHT.

il

“ |W'B CHPWLWX
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New Hazard

MAZ001-NY¥Z058>061-190117-

/O.NEW.KALY . WW.¥.0023.040519T16002-040520T03008/

EASTERN COLUMBIZ NY-EASTERN GREENE NY-NORTHERN BERESHIRE Ma-
WESTERN COLUMEIA NY-WESTERN GREENE N¥-

INCLUDING THE CITIES OF...HUDSON...NORTH ADAMS AND PITTSFIELD
1029 AM EDT TUE MaAY 15 2004

.. .WINTER WEATHER ADVISORY IN EFFECT FROM 12 PM WEDNESDAY TO 11 PM
EDT WEDNESDAY. ..

O — Operational VTEC

NEW — New hazard (first issuance)

KALY — Albany, NY WFO

WW — Winter Weather

Y — Advisory

0023 — 23" Winter Weather Advisory issued this year
040519T1600Z — Hazard begins at 16Z on 5/19/04

040520T0300Z — Hazard ends at 03Z on 5/20/04



Continuing Hazard(s)

INYZ032-033-04=2-192200-

A0, CON L EALY HW. A, 0004.0405159T16002-040520T1000% 7
HAMILTON NY¥Y-NOETHEEN HEEEIMEE NY-NOETHEEN WAEEREN NY¥-
100z &AM EDT TUE Ma¥ 15 Z004

.. .FEEEEING FO&Z ADVISCORY EEMAINSG IN EFFECT UNTIL 3:30 FM EDT THIS
AFTEEMOON . . .

...HIGH WIND WATCH BEEMAINS IN EFFECT FEOM WEDNESDAY AFTEENCQOR TO
THUESDAY MOERNING. ..

O — Operational VTEC
CON — Continued hazard (followup)
KALY — Albany, NY WFO

ZF — Freezing Fog HW — High Wind
Y — Advisory A - Watch
0002 — 2"d Fz. fog adv. 0004 — 4t High wind watch

000000TO000Z — Hazard already in effect
040518T1930Z - Hazard ends at 1930Z on 5/18/04
040519T1600Z — Hazard begins at 16Z on 5/19/04
040520T1000Z — Hazard ends at 10Z on 5/20/04
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Cancelled/Cleared Hazard

NYZ079-081-272316-

AT .CAN . ECQEH.IS.W. O0005.000000TO000Z-040728T1I013E/

NOETHEAST SUFFOLE NY-SOUTHEAST SUFFOLE NY-

INCLUDING THE CITIES OF...CENTEE MOEICHES...EAST SHOREHAM. ..
HAMEPTEN-BATS . . CMANGEN T MASTICE o MESTEC BRACH-C CETHGERE . .
EIVERHEAD AND WADING EIVEER

517 PM EDT TUE JUL 27 2004

... TEeT ICE STOEM WARNING IS5 CaNCZELLED. ..

T — Test product

CAN - Cancelled hazard

KOKX — Upton, NY WFO

IS — Ice Storm

W — Warning

0005 — 5t [ce Storm Warning issued this year
000000T0O000Z — Hazard ongoing

040728T1013Z — Hazard originally ended at 1013Z on 7/28/04
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Hazard

ALEEMARLE WA-ALLEGANWNY MD- AUNGTIETA VA- BEEREELEY WW- FEEDERICE Va-

SRANT WY-GREENE VA-HAMPSHIRE WV-HARDY WW-HIGHLAND VaA-HINERAL -
MORGAN WV-NWELSON VA-FAGE VA-FPENDOLETON WW-BROCEINGHAM WVA- SHENANDOAH VA-
Nz THE CITIES QdF...ROMIEY...FETERSEUR:. . .MOOREFIELD. ..

MAaRTINSEURE. . . EEYEER. . .WINCHESTER. . . WAYHNESEQRD . . .

UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS. . .STAUNTIN. . .HARRISOMNEUR:. . . CHARLOTTESVILLE. . .
HASERETOWH AND CUOMEERLABD

558 PM EST FRI APR 2 2004

«« . RED FL&AGZ WARNING IN EFFECT FROM 12 PM SATURDAY TO 12 AM EST
SUNDAY . . .

O — Operational VTEC

UPG — Upgraded hazard NEW — New Hazard

KALY — Albany, NY WFO

FW — Fire Weather/Red Flag

A — Watch W - Warning

0004 — 4™ Fire Wx Watch 0003 — 39 Red Flag Warning
000000T0000Z — Hazard already in effect

040404T0500Z — Hazard would have ended at 05Z on 4/4/04
040403T1700Z — Hazard begins at 17Z on 4/3/04
040404T0500Z — Hazard ends at 05Z on 4/4/04
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Downgraded/Replaced Hazard

A0 CANEATLY.SN.Y.0011.040519T16002-040520T0300Z 7

AONEW. KALY . WW. Y. 0023.0405159T16002-040520T03008 /

EASTEREN DUTCHESS NY-EASTEEN ULSTEE MNY¥-NORTHEEN LITCHEFIELD CT-
WESTEEN DUOTCHES: NY-WESTEEN ULSTEE NY¥-

INCLUDING THE CITIES OF...ARLINGTON...BEACON. . . EINGSTON. ..

MYERS COENEE...NEW PALTZ...POUGHEEEPSIE AND TOREINGTON

1025% aM EDT TUE Ma¥Y 15 Z004

e WeNOW ADVISORY IS NO LONGEE IN EFFECT. ..
. .WINTEE WEATHEER ADVISORY IN EFFECT FEOM 12 PM WEDNESDAY TO 11 PM

EDT WEDNESDAY, ..
O — Operational VTEC
CAN — Cancelled NEW — New hazard (1t issuance)
KALY — Albany, NY WFO
SN — Snow WW — Winter weather
Y — Advisory
0011 — 11" Snow Adv. 0023 — 23" Winter Wx Adv.
040519T1600Z — Hazard begins at 16Z on 5/19/04
040520T0300Z — Hazard ends at 03Z on 5/20/04
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Expiring Hazard

WACOODS-047-0759-113-271634d-
R CEHP.ELWH . BY [0

... THE SEVEEE THUONDEESTOEM WARNING FOR SOUTHWESTERN CULPEPEER. ..
MADISCON. . .GREENE AND NOETH CENTEAL ALBEMAELE COUNTIES EXHPIEES AT 1215
FIM EDT. ..

X — Experimental VTEC in an Operational product
EXP — Expiring hazard (last issuance of this hazard)
KLWX — Sterling, VA WFO

SV — Severe Thunderstorm

W — Warning

0056 — 56" Severe thunderstorm warning this year
000000TO000Z — Hazard ongoing

040727T1615Z — Hazard ends at 1615Z on 7/27/04
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Corrected Hazard

NYZ077=081-140033-

FOL.COR KOEX. BT . £

O — Operational VTEC

COR — Corrected hazard

KOKX — Upton, NY WFO

BZ — Blizzard

A — Watch

0010 — 10t Blizzard Watch issued this year
040713T2232Z — Hazard begins at 2232Z on 7/13/04

040714T22327Z — Hazard ends at 2232Z on 7/14/04
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Powerful dissemination tool

Combining VTEC and Weather Message
software gives us a powerful tool to parse

Information to the customer.

1/9/2008



Full warning...

WUS45 KBOU 081940
WSWBOU

URGENT - WINTER WEATHER MESSAGE
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE DENVER CO
1240 PM MST SAT DEC 8 2007

C0OZ041-046-047-090345-

/O.NEW.KBOU.SN.Y.0016.071208T19402-071209T12002/

ELBERT/CENTRAL AND EAST DOUGLAS COUNTIES ABOVE 6000 FEET-

NORTH AND NORTHEAST ELBERT COUNTY BELOW 6000 FEET/NORTH LINCOLN
COUNTY-

SOUTHEAST ELBERT COUNTY BELOW 6000 FEET/SOUTH LINCOLN COUNTY-
INCLUDING...CASTLE ROCK...ELBERT...FONDIS...KIOWA...LARKSPUR...
AGATE...HUGO...LIMON...MATHESON...FORDER...KARVAL...KUTCH...

PUNKIN CENTER

1240 PM MST SAT DEC 8 2007

...SNOW ADVISORY IN EFFECT UNTIL 5 AM MST SUNDAY....

THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE IN DENVER HAS ISSUED A SNOW
ADVISORY..WHICH IS IN EFFECT UNTIL 5 AM MST SUNDAY.

SNOW WILL INCREASE FROM SOUTH TO NORTH ACROSS NORTHEASTERN
COLORADO THIS AFTERNOON AND CONTINUE FOR MUCH OF THE NIGHT. IT
APPEARS THE HEAVIEST SNOW WILL BE IN DOUGLAS...ELBERT...AND

LINCOLN COUNTIES. SNOW ACCUMULATIONS OF 4 TO 8 INCHES ARE EXPECTED

1/9/2008



Advisory parsed by software
ach your pager, cell phone, PDA...

 The National Weather Service has issued a
snow advisory until 5 am MST Sunday for
eastern Douglas...Elbert...and Lincoln Counties.

 You get to chose how you want the
Information delivered!
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!Questions/(:omments

Contact;

Bob Glancy
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mailto:Robert.Glancy@noaa.gov
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